
Who should complete the FAFSA ?

Anyone planning on attending college who would like

to be considered for federal, state, or school financial

aid. 

How long does it take to complete?

It should take about 30 minutes to complete. 

When is the deadline to submit? 

The deadline varies by state and school check the

FAFSA   Deadline page to verify the deadline. 

What information is needed to fill out the application?

Verified account username and password (FSA ID)

Parent or spouse contributor name, date of birth,

Social Security number, and email address

Income and asset information (if required)

A form of financial
aid that does not
need to be repaid

and is awarded
based on merit,
skill, or need. 

Money you borrow
to pay for school

that has to be
repaid with

interest. 

A program designed
to allow students to
earn money towards
the cost of school by
working part-time,
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FAFSA or the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, is often one of the first steps to planning
your finances as you take on college. Completing this application will help confirm your eligibility
for different types of aid including grants, scholarships, work-study funds, and loans.
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A form of financial
aid that does not
need to be repaid

as long as the
terms are met. 

What does financial aid
cover? 

College costs such as:
Tuition
Fees
Books
Housing and meals
Technology
Transportation
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https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/fafsa-deadlines#fafsa-deadlines-2025-26
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Once you decide to apply for financial aid, it might be confusing as to where you should start.
Luckily, FAFSA    has a page dedicated to helping you fill out your application step-by-step. 
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Filling out your applicationFilling out your application

Make sure to save your login
information somewhere safe
so you don’t lose it! 

The first step is to visit StudentAid.gov to create an
account. It is important to note that anyone who may
be considered a contributor is also required to create
their own account. This includes you, your spouse,
biological or adoptive parent, or even your parent’s
spouse. Another step that may save you time before 
actually filling out the application would be to gather the required documents needed for
your application.
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As you fill out your FAFSA  , you will answer questions related to your information including
demographics, your financial information, your spouse’s information (if applicable), your
parent(s)’ information. Make sure to ensure all the information is accurate and correct at each
step. Visit the studentaid.gov website for guidance and help with your application. 
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Next StepsNext Steps
After you submit your FAFSA  , you can check the status of your application on the
studentaid.gov website. Make sure to regularly check your email for updates in case further
action is needed to process your application. Once your application is processed, you will
receive a FAFSA  Submission Summary, which will provide estimates of your eligibility for
federal student aid.  Once you are accepted into a college, or career school, they will make their
own financial aid offer. 
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